


L

CYCLE

For nearly 20 years the name Cycle has
been a fixture in graffiti in the United
States. Although plenty difficult to make

graffiti writers have followers who paint in
their style. But Cycle isn't one of these. Rather,
he sets a quiet example for younger gradfiti

a substantial impact in New York City's
saturated graffiti scene, Cycle has managed
to do so while even pulling off the same feat
in both DC and San Francisco, as well as

a gang of freight trains in between. Some

writers with his consistency, working equally
in tags, throwups, and pieces, all the while
creating riveting work. The end result—
despite such diverse style skills—is work that
immediately announces Cycle.
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*| alveays lied graffitl becauss | god
to paint big,” says Cycle, whose
amall frama somaetimes surprises
thoso accustomod to his hiega
plocos, "Whon pou'sa in high
school, what's gaing to phgue yaur
nienest Y A class whone you'ne

drawing a still Ele with charcoal—or
somathing that's big and dangarous

and punk meck and colorful?
Oraausty, the gratfiti took hold of
i, Third was mong 1ot than an
B.o-by-11 piesce of paper and a
pancil.”

Big art made an impeossaan an
Cycle oaly on, balare Bod eved
naticed graffit. As a little boy, prior
o turndng 10 wears old, his mather
toted hém adong fo MY G Mussum
of Bcdarn Art. “Thi thing 1hi
ey Bliw mad vy waid By el
Picnsso™s Guornica up there,” he

retalls, “That shil blew rmy mind,
ancd 1his is why—il was fucking
Piegpe. 1 aiSein®t know people could
paind that big, And then when | saw
graffiti [ saw pospds painting that
big: il weas Baight, it was ealorul,
you could walk around it, and you
waren'l bent over a desk at a plece
of papar. | was climbing fonces
and sneaking into parking garages
b shatetsoard already, ag well &g
giiting chased al by cops for i,
Graffiti was just & visuad foem of
that."

Growing up in NYC's Connecticut
subuit, he was a lucky youngster
whosa father had seascen tickats to
tha hats. On tha way to gamaes &t
Shea Stadim in Cubens, thoro wis
it driviy through the Bronx whens
Cycle would S an Snonyrmiius
coloriul Biur of schoobfand handoall

courts and highways covered in
grafiite, ¥When b reached eenago
years in the mid-'80s and Began
to skateboard, ha'd travol by train
to Manhatian, skate the Brookhn
Banks, and come aCross more
grafii Insgaration, check.

In thi late 19808, 1ha otk of the
graffiti 1own was a payr of brothars,
Sane and Smith, They did it a® and
thiry dlid i venyarhing, in Spaces
bath booming and intimidating.
Thiry wore the ones any apining
graffiti writer of that era aspired

to ba ike. *You had swccoesshul
Bamisers i ogradhiti, you had
succassful plecors in gradfiti, but
the kings dad both. Sana or Smith,
thery bombed hard mnd in the lnte

& thiy holpod grafiti walk off the

sicha of the train End inlo tha city
efwironmant. With this model in
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hand, Cyela headed aff 1o eollege.

In the fall of 1989 ha arrived at
Goorge Washinglon Universily,
Going from the most develaped
graffél scone in the word to ane
that was just roling off the ground,
Taking & cwg from Sane and Smith,
Cyele and his thand Wake would
e akes around the ity and ook
for spats 1o paint, Bath hidden

and lin plain view. Typécally ag

mas] wrikirs eventueally settle inlo

a mazhe, Cycle bocame agqually
comiortabie daing 1ags in busy
areds o working on a 30-feot piece
with 20 varying colors. “The formuta
waas already St wp in geodfili and |
anjoyed daing bath, pushing myself
artigtically and eoiculing the ideas
I weanted bo try. | a0 enjayed 1he
advantue of running arciand al
night, glimking through holes in
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fancas and up Ihd aSCiiss aid
'.hrl':wg tunnets, Gradfili worlond
realhy wedl Tor mae becass | could

Cycle painted in DG until he
graduaied in 1903, then moved
back to NYE. There, he painted with
o growing bunch of Connecticut
and WYC writers Bop , Emnit,
and othars. In 19¢ tirma for
a change (and another degrod) 50

Cycha they neprosentod “the first
timé I'd soan artists abls to mamy
Theid graffeli swork wath e art weork.”
S0 ha did tha sama. While a1 school
in 5F, Cycle ook & job designing
graphécs for Think skaleboards,
which was used 1o SITRIDGING
graffiti writers for graphics job.
Cyche haed taken cver for Dug
THIF, whid had taken ovar for Mikes
Geant. I was on-the-job training for
Crcla, wiho husd ahsys revered s
sknlebonrd graphics of peopla lilke
Jirm Phillips mnd Pushasd, With tha
& gifices down the biock from
na, whore Mg iriend
& thay art director, and
g tha hub, hanging
shoked & senss of artiglic

possiblties. in Cycle's mind.

i Ehe naparhy 10 SERrg Sirnes C:g.'l‘:lu-
compeaied NS oducation and
maturned 1o MY, he
pushing lonwvard both on walls and
in the sfudio, He frequaently teamed
g wikh Ehe maEn wihd insoinad
mim—>mith—and put down with
TGS, a histonc and stomed crew,
Whils he's as well-known & grafniti
witldr s Therg Ccomes, ha's fun inbo
the sama challenga many graifiti
writers encounter: how to paray
your 2Kl inko anything
&N incorm. =Ky quest n
ik ond el it an

Work and obhesr o

maka a vang. not just o be a Kind

of cult figure guy. | can do graMiti
willcng backwands in my sleep
with ong arm thed bahind iy back
v got name mcognition, but |
don't think poople ane owane of the
gallery stuff | do or what | can do in
other wiys.™

Al Tha sama D, T beaadth that
5 @ stmengith n graifitl can be an
oRsEaCh i art. ") 1I"f|.' Lo Heep that
‘wl-roamnghid Thing in mind with ry
fine arl, though somatimes | worry
that I'm a bit 190 Schirophmnic
with i Ul vk really hand on o
painting making i realisic, and
than on anofher making it really
cartoony. Cartoony stulf i frash, |
ko Bioww poople e Ralph Baksh

And W0Se and croabed thdr owm
universo. With realistic stufl you
hawe to pay attenition 1o your light
saurcs and wihelher it's raflactive
or sbmospharss ght—1ha chnical
endd ol things. And (f you wand 10
caquentay thart B0 groviii, the realistic
shult is the phecing. whorne you
want to push your technigus and
craatraty, whensas tho cartoony
stufl ia B tha throwup., fun and
queck. I'm trying to find a way to
mamy e tao, 10 show | hano
mngenng skills and also remain fun
and kzose and weind and bug out,

“What | want to do right now, which
I'wi Beisary thinking a lot abowt lately
and has occuphsd most of my

hesad tir, i trying to marry all tha
differant thangs thal I'm intorestod in
into one Skyle or group of paintings
to showw thal | con nendes, that |
can paint thinga thal are looss

and bubbdy. 1 vwani 1o find onea
consssbant styla whore | coan Now
and work, Graffiti's & competitive
thing, ge! up thir most, do the best
pieces, aven whom you have 1o
fght. You're always approaching
things aggressively, and that's still
kind of In mry mindsat—adhd's out
thend choing what and what do |
havd 10 00 To O st o weell o
them? | foel likka | mastensd the
gratiiti thing and now have 10 S8l

a ninw Sabt of goats, which is 1o

b commencialily sudcosshul and

artistically succasaful in a gallery
sonse salling pasntings. | kool at
poopla ke Reas and Doze, and
thosa ane the peopho | want to
follows up tho laddor,®

Amyoni wiho has charted graffiti's
ascondancy in ihe past decade
EnivE il mow oifers mora ol a
corper path than ever balore, Buf
tha trajectory isn't suslomatic,

gven for thoso who hava mado

an undenizble presence in the
cultune, as Cycle can attes!. “I've
saen graffit in the time that 1've
bean painking it go ingm something
hal was local with fno sl 1o
something that has booke and [ams
and walls all ower the world, Ba at
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the Sami time, | know Some pratty
Big-tima grafiti wiiters who hava
vy ofdinany jabs, they're tha Orkin
guy or whalever, And | don't really
want that. 've boen succhasiul
enough at gratfiti that peophs pakd
astanticn to what 'va done, bt |
thirk if | can be succassful at grafiti
| can Set mysel a new S8 of goals
mving forswand,”

For more informatan abourt Cyche,
comntact Cyclrwashine.com,
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